
The Tourist State
Performing Leisure, Liberalism, and Race  
in New Zealand
Margaret Werry

No longer the dreary sheep farm 
at the end of  the world, the New 
Zealand of  the new millennium 
is a hot global ticket, heralded for 
its bicultural dynamism, laid-back 
lifestyle, and scenery extraordinary 
enough to pass for Tolkien’s Middle 
Earth. In a series of  narratives that 
address the embodied dimensions 
of  biopolitics and explore the colli-
sion of  race, performance, and the 
cultural poetics of  the state, Margaret Werry exposes the real drama 
behind the new New Zealand, revealing how a nation was sold to 
the world—and to itself.

The story stretches back to the beginning of  the twentieth century, 
in which the young settler colony touted itself  as the social labora-
tory of  the world. Focusing on where tourism and liberal govern-
mentality coincide, The Tourist State takes us from military diplomacy 
at the dawn of  the American Pacific to the exotic blandishments of  
Broadway and Coney Island, from landscape preservation to health 
reform, from blockbuster film to knowledge economy policy. 

Weaving interpretive history, performance ethnography, and cultural 
criticism, Werry offers new ways to think about race and indigene-
ity—and about the role of  human agency in state-making.

$25.00  |  paper  |  ISBN 978-0-8166-6606-5  |  360 pages  |  26 b&w photos  |  2011

A Quadrant Book

The Road to Botany 
Bay
An Exploration  
of  Landscape and History
Paul Carter

A powerful account of  the ways in which language,  
history, and geography influenced the territorial theater 
of  nineteenth-century imperialism, the book is also a call 
to think, write, and live differently.

$22.50 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-6997-4 | 416 pages   
22 b&w photos | 2010

Imperial White
Race, Diaspora, and the  
British Empire
Radhika Mohanram

Analyzing whiteness in nineteenth-
century British colonialism from India 

to Britain to Australia and New Zealand.

“Deepens the understanding of  the all-too-lingering 
imagery of  imperialism and race.” —Leonardo Reviews

$23.50 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-4780-4 | 248 pages | 2007
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