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In a developing nation like the
Philippines, many mothers provide
for their families by traveling to a
foreign country to care for some-
one else’s. Families Apart focuses on
Filipino overseas workers in Canada
to reveal what such arrangements

mean fOI famlhes. AND THE CONFLICTS

OF LABOR AND LOVE

The outcome of Geraldine Pratt’s

collaboration with the Philippine Women Centre of British Co-
lumbia, this study documents the difficulties of family separation
and the problems that children have when they reunite with their
mothers in Vancouver. Through experiments with different modes
of storytelling, Pratt seeks to transform frameworks of perception,
to create and collect sympathetic witnesses—in short, to promote a
wide-ranging public discussion and debate about a massive world-
wide shift in family (and nonfamily) relations of intimacy and care.

“A remarkable and elegant achievement demonstrating beautifully
the power of theorizing ‘the concrete,” the inseparability of ‘the
global and the intimate,” and the all too rarely achieved potential of
activist-scholarship to reach further and more deeply than either
practice alone.” —Cindi Katz, City University of New York
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“A timely and fresh argument that LYNN FUIIWARA
offers a provocative way for

understanding the place of the state in these processes.”

—Lieba Faier, author of Intimate Enconnters

“Provides valuable information on the culture of the U.S.
welfare system.” —Choice
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