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Once considered marginal mem- % ity sty 4
bers of the animal world (at best)

or vile and offensive creatures (at
worst), insects saw a remarkable
uptick in their status during the
eatly Renaissance. This quickened
interest was primarily manifested

in visual images—in illuminated

manuscripts, still life paintings, the
decorative arts, embroidery, textile design, and cabinets of curios-
ity. In The Insect and the Image, Janice Neri explores the ways in which
such imagery defined the insect as a proper subject of study for
Europeans of the early modern period.

The Insect and the Image shows how specimen logic both reflected
and advanced a particular understanding of the natural world—an
understanding that, in turn, supported the commodification of na-
ture that was central to global trade and commerce during the early
modern era. Revealing how sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
artists and image makers shaped ideas of the natural world, Neri’s
work enhances our knowledge of the convergence of art, science,
and commerce today.
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NP Sister Arts Insect Poetics
The Erotics of Lesbian Eric C. Brown, editor
Lﬂ”dﬂ’ﬂpﬁ From bees to cockroaches, mapping
Lisa L. Moore out the important role of insects in our

. q imagination.
How cighteenth-century artists ex- gt

pressed their desire for other women. “From cinematic monstrosities to

“Sister Arts at once illuminates and charms, deepening industrious bees, the authors present
a lively, critically engaged, and sometimes creepy-crawly
account of how and why we think about bugs in the ways

we do.” —Nigel Rothfels, author of Savages and Beasts

our understanding of the elegantly subversive means
women found to express such devotion.” —Tetry Castle
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