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THE
PERFECT

Art history is haunted by the foil:
the dark star whose diminished
luster sets off anothet’s brilliance.

FOIL

QCOIS-ANDRE VINCENT AND,
OLUTION IN FEENGL PAINTING,
P —

Relegated to this role by modern
historians of Revolutionary-era :
French art, Francois-André Vincent NN
(1746-1810) is chiefly viewed in

the reflection of his contemporary,
Jacques-Louis David. The Perfect Foil

frees Vincent from this distorting mirror.

By giving us a detailed and faithful portrait of this artist poised at
the turning point of history, Mansfield restores a critically impor-
tant body of work to its rightful place in the story of French art
and reorients Revolutionary-era French art history toward a broad-
er, more inclusive understanding of the period.

“Elizabeth Mansfield’s The Perfect Foil is a remarkable piece of
scholarship that both transcends and transforms the genre of the
art historical monograph. It is a sophisticated work that expands
the way we conceive of how the visual arts and politics interacted
during the French Revolution. Mansfield’s provocative and method-
ological surefootedness will make readers aware of the contingen-
cies that inform their own thinking.” —Julie Anne Plax, author of
Wattean and the Cultural Politics of Eighteently Century France
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Too Beautiful
to Picture

Zeuxis, Myth, and Mimesis
Elizabeth C. Mansfield

“This is a wonderful book, thoughtful,
insightful, and original. In revealing a
history of the West’s need to see and embody that which
cannot be pictured, Mansfield uncovers the repressed
desire to create something transcendent and god-like.”
—Visual Resources

$25.00 | PAPER | ISBN 978-0-8166-4749-1 | 240 PAGES | 2007
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A City out of Print

Rose Marie San Juan

An intriguing look at what printed ma-
terials tell us about daily life and public
space in seventeenth-century Rome.

“A highly original examination of the proliferation of
visual matter concerning the city.” —Katie Scott, The
Courtauld Institute of Art

$48.00 | CLOTH/JACKET | ISBN 978-0-8166-3791-1 | 336 PAGES
81 B&W PHOTOS | 2001
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