
Freud in Oz
At the Intersections of  Psychoanalysis and 
Children’s Literature
Kenneth B. Kidd

Freud in Oz suggests that psychoan-
alysts owe a significant and largely 
unacknowledged debt to books os-
tensibly written for children. In fact, 
Kenneth B. Kidd argues, children’s 
literature and psychoanalysis have 
influenced and interacted with each 
other since Freud published his first 
case studies.

Kidd shows how psychoanalysis developed in part through its 
engagement with children’s literature, which it used to articulate and 
dramatize its themes and methods, turning first to folklore and fairy 
tales, then to materials from psychoanalysis of  children, and thence 
to children’s literary texts, especially such classic fantasies as Peter 
Pan and Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. He traces how children’s 
literature, and critical response to it, aided the popularization of  
psychoanalytic theory. 

Freud in Oz offers a history of  reigning theories in the study of  
children’s literature and psychoanalysis, providing fresh insights on 
a diversity of  topics, including the view that Maurice Sendak and 
Bruno Bettelheim can be thought of  as rivals, that Sendak’s make-
over of  monstrosity helped lead to the likes of  the Muppets, and that 
“Poohology” is its own kind of  literary criticism—serving up Winnie 
the Pooh as the poster bear for theorists of  widely varying stripes.

$25.00  |  paper  |  ISBN 978-0-8166-7583-8  |  328 pageS  |  2011

Suspended Animation
Children’s Picture Books and 
the Fairy Tale of  Modernity
Nathalie op de Beeck

“(This book’s) impact will also be felt in 
American studies, art history, material 

culture studies, and the history of  the book. . . . an ambi-
tious, provocative, and important book.” —Children’s 
Literature Association Quarterly

$27.50 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-6574-7 | 288 pageS   
63 B&w photoS | 16 color ImageS | 2010

Curiouser
On the Queerness of  Children
Steven Bruhm and Natasha Hurley, 
editors

Classic essays and new work on the 
issue of  childhood sexuality and its 
“queer resonances.”

“An excellent range of  pieces that set up inquiry into 
the tangled-up qualities of  sexual, queer children.”  
—Criticism

$25.50 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-4202-1 | 376 pageS | 2004
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