
Diane Arbus’s 1960s 
Auguries of  Experience
Frederick Gross

In any decade the work of  a very 
few artists offers a template for 
understanding the ideas of  their 
time. Photographer Diane Arbus 
is one of  these rare artists, and in 
this book Frederick Gross returns 
Arbus’s work to the moment in 
which it was produced and first 
viewed to reveal its broader signifi-
cance for analyzing and mapping 
the culture of  the 1960s.

Gross considers Arbus less in terms of  her often mythologized 
biography—a “Sylvia Plath with a camera”—but rather looks at 
how her work resonates with significant photographic portraiture, 
art, social currents, theoretical positions, and literature of  her times, 
from Robert Frank and Richard Avedon to Andy Warhol and  
Truman Capote. For Arbus, “auguries”—as in “Auguries of   
Innocence,” her 1963 photographic spread in Harper’s Bazaar 
—conveyed the idea that whoever was present in her photograph 
could attain legendary status. 

By shifting critical attention from the myths of  Arbus’s biography 
to the mythmaking of  her art, this book gives us a new, informed 
appreciation of  one of  the twentieth century’s most important 
photographers and a better understanding of  the world in which 
she worked.

 
$24.95  |  paper  |  ISBN 978-0-8166-7012-3  |  280 pageS  |  2012

Famous Faces Yet Not 
Themselves
The Misfits and Icons  
of  Postwar America
George Kouvaros

“The story of  the photographs from 
The Misfits . . . is also about how acting is understood and 
about how we apprehend the passing of  time.”  
—Screening the Past

$24.95 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-4747-7 | 256 pageS  
52 B&w photoS | 2010

Everyone Had Cameras
Photography and Farmworkers 
in California, 1850–2000
Richard Steven Street

“An awesome achievement in the 
annals of  photographic history and 

the American West.” —Mark Arax, author of  The King 
of  California

“A powerful book.” —David H. Wells, photographer

$34.95 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-4967-9 | 736 pageS  
149 B&w photoS | 2008
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