
A Chosen People,  
a Promised Land
Mormonism and Race in Hawai’i
Hokulani K. Aikau

Christianity figured prominently in 
the imperial and colonial disposses-
sion of  indigenous peoples world-
wide, yet many indigenous people 
embrace Christian faith as part of  
their cultural and ethnic identities. 
A Chosen People, a Promised Land gets 
to the heart of  this contradiction 
by exploring how Native Hawaiian 
members of  the Church of  Jesus 
Christ of  Latter-Day Saints (more 
commonly known as Mormons) 
negotiate their place in this quintessentially American religion.

Using the words of  Native Hawaiian Latter-Day Saints to illuminate 
the intersections of  race, colonization, and religion, A Chosen People, 
a Promised Land examines Polynesian Mormon articulations of  faith 
and identity within a larger political context of  self-determination.

“This pathbreaking book will add convincingly to the growing 
body of  work . . . that compels critical audiences in the studies of  
American culture and Native Pacific struggles of  the absolute need 
to read work coming out of  the other.” —Vicente M. Diaz, author 
of  Repositioning the Missionary
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The Transit of  Empire
Indigenous Critiques  
of  Colonialism
Jodi A. Byrd

“Jodi Byrd’s brilliant critique of  
contemporary multicultural liberalism 

places American Indian and Indigenous studies in close 
dialogue with postcolonial scholarship, transforming both 
in the process.” —Philip Deloria, University of  Michigan
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Spaces between Us
Queer Settler Colonialism and 
Indigenous Decolonization
Scott Lauria Morgensen

“Morgensen challenges formations of  
queer settler colonialism in this major 

intervention undertaken with a critical methodology that 
has implications for numerous fields.” —J. Kehaulani 
Kauanui, author of  Hawaiian Blood

$25.00 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-5633-2 | 312 pages  
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