
American Pietàs
Visions of  Race, Death, and the Maternal
Ruby C. Tapia

By means of  a sustained engagement 
with Roland Barthes’s suturing of  
race, death, and the maternal in Cam-
era Lucida, Ruby C. Tapia contends 
that the contradictory essence of  the 
photograph is both as a signifier of  
death and a guarantor of  resurrection.

Tapia explores the implications of  
this argument for racialized produc-
tions of  death and the maternal in the context of  specific cultural 
moments: the commemoration of  Princess Diana in U.S. maga-
zines; the intertext of  Toni Morrison’s and Hollywood’s Beloved; the 
social and cultural death in teen pregnancy, imaged and regulated in 
California’s Partnership for Responsible Parenting campaigns; and 
popular constructions of  the “Widows of  9/11” in print and tele-
visual journalism. In the spaces between these different maternities, 
says Tapia, U.S. citizen-subjects are born—and reborn.

“Rarely are scholars able to read contemporary texts with such 
nuance and sustained insight, illuminating their wide-ranging im-
portance in processes of  self-identification and the production of  
national belonging.” —Shawn Michelle Smith, School of  the Art 
Institute of  Chicago

“Beautifully, even poetically constructed.” —The New Inquiry
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Feminist Art  
and the Maternal
Andrea Liss

A highly engaging, taboo-breaking 
study of  feminist contemporary art.

“At a moment when feminist art 
is being reassessed and displayed in major volumes and 
exhibition, Feminist Art and the Maternal adds an important 
chapter.” —Marianne Hirsch, Columbia University
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Cannibal Democracy
Race and Representation  
in the Literature  
of  the Americas
Zita Nunes

“Long-awaited ... unearths the parallels 
between African American and Afro-

Brazilian strategies of  contesting racial exclusion.” —
Brent Hayes Edwards, author of  The Practice of  Diaspora
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