
I know that everybody sees themselves 
at the center of their own stage, and 
every couple feels like they’re creating 
their own universe. But for us, getting 
married really did set off tremors that 
ripped through the solid surface of our 
culture.

My husband is Jack Baker. He became 
the darling of the national media in 
1970, the year that he was elected the first openly gay 
student-body president. My name is Michael McConnell. 
And ours is the world’s first gay marriage.

—Excerpt from the Prologue to The Wedding Heard 
’Round the World

On Sunday, May 17, 2015, this 
couple’s profile appeared on the  
front page of the New York Times.  
Read their story here: http:// 
tinyurl.com/mcconnell-baker.

In January 2016, the University  
of Minnesota Press will publish  
The Wedding Heard ’Round the World: 
America’s First Gay Marriage,  

by Michael McConnell with Jack Baker, as told to  
Gail Langer Karwoski. For information, contact  
Matt Smiley at mwsmiley@umn.edu or 612-627-1931.
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