
Dubai, the City as  
Corporation
Ahmed Kanna

Somewhere in the course of  the late 
twentieth century, Dubai became 
more than itself. The city was, sud-
denly, a postmodern urban spectacle 
rising from the desert—precisely the 
glittering global consumer utopia 
imagined by Dubai’s rulers and 
merchant elite. In Dubai, the City as 
Corporation, Ahmed Kanna looks be-
hind this seductive vision to reveal the role of  cultural and political 
forces in shaping both the image and the reality of  Dubai. 

Exposing local struggles over power and meaning in the making 
and representation of  Dubai, Kanna examines the core questions 
of  what gets built and for whom. His work, unique in its view of  
the interconnectedness of  cultural identity, the built environment, 
and politics, offers an instructive picture of  how different fac-
tions—from local and non-Arab residents and expatriate South 
Asians to the cultural and economic elites of  the city—have all 
participated in the creation and marketing of  Dubai.

The result is an unparalleled account of  the ways in which the built 
environment shapes and is shaped by the experience of  globaliza-
tion and neoliberalism in a diverse, multinational city. 
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Saigon’s Edge
On the Margins  
of  Ho Chi Minh City
Erik Harms

“Sad and tragic, and at times funny and 
full of  hope, Erik Harms shows how 

people live in the murky zones of  the urban-rural divide.
Saigon’s Edge is a wake up call for all of  us who study the 
global city.” —Ralph Litzinger, Duke University
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Suburban Beijing
Housing and Consumption  
in Contemporary China
Friederike Fleischer

“A timely, vivid, and fresh account and 
a thoughtful analysis of  urban housing 

in China ... skillfully weav(es) a contemporary portrait 
in both history and location.” —Feng Wang, author of  
Boundaries and Categories
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