
Stories from Jonestown
Leigh Fondakowski

The saga of  Jonestown didn’t end 
on the day in November 1978 when 
more than nine hundred Americans 
died in a mass murder-suicide in 
the Guyanese jungle. While only a 
handful of  people present at the 
agricultural project survived that 
day in Jonestown, more than eighty 
members of  Peoples Temple, led 
by Jim Jones, were elsewhere in 
Guyana on that day, and thousands 
more members of  the movement still lived in California. Emmy-
nominated writer Leigh Fondakowski, best known for her work on 
the play and HBO film The Laramie Project, spent three years travel-
ing the United States to interview these survivors, many of  whom 
have never talked publicly about the tragedy. 

As these survivors look back, we learn what led them to join the 
Peoples Temple movement, what life in the church was like, and 
how the trauma of  Jonestown’s end still affects their lives decades 
later. What emerges are portrayals both haunting and hopeful—of  
unimaginable sadness, guilt, and shame but also resilience and re-
demption. Weaving her own artistic journey of  discovery through-
out the book in a compelling historical context, Fondakowski 
delivers, with both empathy and clarity, one of  the most gripping, 
moving, and humanizing accounts of  Jonestown ever written.
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Cesar Chavez
Autobiography of  La Causa
Jacques E. Levy
Foreword by Fred Ross, Jr.
Afterword by Jacqueline M. Levy

The only authorized biography of   
Cesar Chavez—featuring three reflec-

tive essays new to this edition.

“An exceptionally interesting and intimate oral history.” 
—The Nation

$19.95 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-5049-1 | 592 pageS  
23 B&w photoS | 2007

Playing with Fire
Feminist Thought and Activism 
through Seven Lives in India
Sangtin Writers Collective  
and Richa Nagar
Foreword by Chandra Talpade Mohanty

“A unique document—at once earthy, poignant, and bit-
ing—about the oppression of  caste, gender, and class in 
women’s lives in India.” —Lila Abu-Lughod, Columbia 
University

$22.50 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-4770-5 | 232 pageS | 2006
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