
Sex before Sex
Figuring the Act in Early Modern England
James M. Bromley and Will Stockton, editors

Afterword by Valerie Traub

What is sex exactly? Does everyone 
agree on a definition? Sex before Sex 
makes clear that we cannot simply 
transfer our contemporary notions 
of  what constitutes a sex act into 
the past and expect them to be true 
for the people who were then read-
ing literature and watching plays. 
The contributors confront how 
our current critical assumptions 
about definitions of  sex restrict our 
understanding of  representations of  
sexuality in early modern England. 

Drawing attention to overlooked forms of  sexual activity in early 
modern culture, from anilingus and interspecies sex to “chin-chuck-
ing” and convivial drinking, Sex before Sex offers a multifaceted view 
of  what sex looked like before the term entered history. 

Contributors: Holly Dugan, George Washington U; Will Fisher, 
CUNY–Lehman College; Stephen Guy-Bray, U of  British Colum-
bia; Melissa J. Jones, Eastern Michigan U; Thomas H. Luxon, Dart-
mouth College; Nicholas F. Radel, Furman U; Kathryn Schwarz, 
Vanderbilt U; Christine Varnado, U of  Buffalo–SUNY.
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Playing Dirty
Sexuality and Waste in Early 
Modern Comedy
Will Stockton

The repression of  desire uncovered in 
the production of  scatological comedy.

“Timely and exploratory, drawing together a range of  
approaches . . . (with) an unusually light touch.” 
—Christopher Pye, Williams College

$22.50 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-6607-2 | 208 pages  
2 b&w photos | 2011

Sister Arts
The Erotics of  Lesbian 
Landscapes
Lisa L. Moore

“Lisa Moore’s loving account . . . at 
once illuminates and charms, deepen-

ing our understanding both of  female-female intimacy 
and the elegantly subversive means women in past centu-
ries found to express such devotion.” —Terry Castle

$29.95 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-7014-7 | 256 pages  
69 b&w photos | 16 color photos | 2011
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