
Ferocious Reality
Documentary according to Werner Herzog
Eric Ames

Over the course of  his career  
Werner Herzog, known for such vi-
sionary masterpieces as Aguirre: The 
Wrath of  God (1972) and The Enigma 
of  Kaspar Hauser (1974), has directed 
almost sixty films, roughly half  of  
which are documentaries. And yet, 
in a statement delivered in 1999, 
the filmmaker declared: “There are 
deeper strata of  truth in cinema, 
and there is such a thing as poetic, 
ecstatic truth. It is mysterious and elusive, and can be reached only 
through fabrication and imagination and stylization.” Ferocious Reality 
is the first book to ask how this conviction, so hostile to the tradi-
tional tenets of  documentary, can inform the work of  one of  the 
world’s most provocative documentarians.

In close, contextualized analysis of  more than twenty-five films 
spanning Herzog’s career, Ames makes a case for exploring docu-
mentary films in terms of  performance and explains what it means 
to do so. His book expands the field of  cinema studies even as it 
offers an invaluable new perspective on a little studied but integral 
part of  Werner Herzog’s extraordinary oeuvre.

“A fascinating, provocative examination of  Herzog’s complex 
oeuvre, written with a simultaneous eye for irreverence and certi-
tude, not unlike Herzog’s own work.” —Slant Magazine
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Brutal Vision
The Neorealist Body  
in Postwar Italian Cinema
Karl Schoonover

How spectacular visions of  physical 
suffering in post–World War II Italian 

neorealist films redefined moviegoing as a form of  politi-
cal action.

“Innovative.” — author Marcia Landy

$25.00 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-7555-5 | 320 pages  
18 b&w photos | 2012

Neither God  
nor Master
Robert Bresson and Radical 
Politics
Brian Price

A major rethinking of  Robert Bresson, 
establishing him as a radical, political artist.

“Provocative and compelling.” —Choice

$22.50 | paper | ISBN 978-0-8166-5462-8 | 240 pages   
20 b&w photos | 2011

don't miss ...

INSTRUCTIONS: To obtain a copy of  any titles featured, fill out the form below. If  you choose not to 
adopt the book, please accept it as a complimentary copy. Offer good only on titles in this flyer. Shipping 

charges must be paid by customer. Add $5.00/first book, $1.00/each additional book. EXPIRES 5/1/2013.

Send order form with payment to: 
Direct Marketing Coordinator
University of  Minnesota Press
111 Third Avenue South, Suite 290
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2520
Fax: 612-627-1980

SHIPPING

ORDERING

Name______________________________________________ Phone # ____________________________

Address (No P.O. Boxes, please.)_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address (optional) _________________________________________________________________
		                                                     (for information on future relevant titles)

Prices and information reflect what is current at time of  printing.  
All prices subject to change. Printed in U.S.A. 1/13

For more information on our books, visit www.upress.umn.edu.

University of  Minnesota Press Blog.  
Get UMP news, author Q&As & more at:

www.uminnpressblog.com
We are also on Twitter and Facebook.

PAYMENT

Two convenient ways to pay:

 Check or money order payable to: University of  Minnesota Press

 Charge my credit card (please circle):      MasterCard / Visa

Institutions may attach an institutional purchase order.	 TOTAL SHIPPING CHARGE _____________

Credit Card #_____________________________________________________ Exp. Date _____________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________

Author of  book	     Course Name	                               Course semester                  # of  students

SOURCE CODE: MN 73840


