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How spectacular visions of physical
suffering in post—World War II Italian
neorealist films redefined moviegoing as a form of politi-

A major rethinking of Robert Bresson,

" establishing him as a radical, political artist.
cal action.
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in a statement delivered in 1999,
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the filmmaker declared: “There are | ]
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deeper strata of truth in cinema,
and there is such a thing as poetic,
ecstatic truth. It is mysterious and elusive, and can be reached only
through fabrication and imagination and stylization.” Ferocious Reality
is the first book to ask how this conviction, so hostile to the tradi-
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oecuvre, written with a simultaneous eye for irreverence and certi-
tude, not unlike Herzog’s own work.” —Slant Magazine
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